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REPORT FROM CHINA 


Tore Littmarck, of the World’s Alliance of the YMCA, has an article with this title in the 
May Intercollegian, reporting conclusions from his visit to China last winter. He was impressed 
by the marked deviations in Communist principle and policy from the European pattern. When 
we pointed out these deviations from true Marxism-Leninism, the reaction was often a so- what? . 
He considers therefore that what we have in China is not a true Communism, but “tan advanced 
socialism in a Chinese setting. This deviation could be used to separate China from a slavish 
following of the Russian line if only American official policy were more realistic. The day | 
China is admitted to the UN, Moscow has one chance less to control Peking. 


The mutual attitudes of Communism and Christianity are summarized by Mr. Littmarck as 

lows; The Communists say; ‘We consider religion a result of the history of the past. By 
Geers the system of production and putting an end to the exploitation of the workers and the 

asants we are building a new society in which religion will disappear automatically, As 
materialists we accept religion as a historic fact and we do not deny the religious beliefs of 
some persons in our present society. If we fought against religion we would be idealists and not 
materialists and we would consequently deny ourselves. The Christians say: Since we are not 
Communists or materialists but Christians we deny atheism as part of the Communist system. 
We accept and recognize the fact that Communists have brought about many things which we 
also consider as expressions of righteousness from a Christian point of view. We too want to 
take part in the reconstruction of the new China; the higher moral standard and social welfare 
which is being brought about by the Government now makes it more possible to be a Christian. 
Before, we put our hope in a future which was beyond this world. Now we see that we can and 
must be Christians also in today's society. Since we are Christians we know that Christian be- 
lief will not, as the Marxists say, disappear, On the contrary.’ And so Communists and Chris- 
ti ans often seem to have come to some sort of agreement: On this point we differ, let the future 
show us who is right. And both very often quote an old Chinese saying: Let flowers of many 
kinds blossom, let diverse schools of thought contend,’ ** 


He found a rather strong anti-missionary feeling, and a deep regret for the denomination- 
alism which missionaries had introduced, But he did not find much positive work on preparing 
the Christian answer to Communism. ‘‘During the whole of our tour we were continually 
searching for those persons or groups in the Chinese church who today are undertaking a careful 
examination of the relationship between the state and the church. We did this knowing that 
sooner or later, on one point or another, there must finally be a clash between a Communist 
form of atheism and the Christian faith. We were discouraged by finding that very little of 
such examination is going on. We did not meet one Christian in China who said that he had 
undertaken a careful study of what Marxism is.“ 


Issued bi-weekly to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work in China, 
Information from Chinese church magazines and other Chinese sources is passed on as objec- 
ly as possible, with a minimum of interpretation, When interpretation is necessary, it is en- 
din parentheses as the comment of the editor. ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Over- 
seas, Firstclass $4,00, Secondclass $3.00. Airmail $5.00 in I5¢ zone, $7.00 in 25¢ zone 
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The last part of the article concerns YM and YW work in China, Such work was snuffed 
when Communism came to power in the Eastern European countries, but in China 25 YM associ- 
ations continue with a broad and intensive religious, educational, cultural and sports program, 
There seems to be more emphasis on the religious program now than before 1949 and this pro- 
gramisrunincloser cooperation with the churches than was the case in earlier days.“ 


Methodist minister and National YM Secretary Huang Pei-yung told him that student work 
is being conducted locally chiefly by the churches, but regionally and nationally by the YM and 
YW. The Shanghai YM publishes a student magazine Word of Grace with about 4,000 readers. 
It was soon to become a national magazine, He estimates about 3,000 Christian students in 


Shanghai and at least 1,000 in Peking. 


He closes with a plea for bridging the present gulf between China and the West, 


1 LOVE GOD AND MY COUNTRY 


Most of our Roman Catholic news has come from Catholic sources outside China with a very 
: strong anti-Communist bias, and probably, a tendency to show their church in China as less 
swayed by political issues than it really is. Now Father Paul Ly, Chairman of the Tientsin 

: Catholics’ Association to Promote the Patriotic Movement, has an article under the above title 

: in the March people's China which shows the other side. 


He says that he had been a Catholic priest at the Hsi Kai Cathedral in Tientsin for more 
than 30 years before liberation. He was overjoyed at the time of liberation to find that the 
Communists were not planning to do away with religion. 


He goes on to outline the full activities of the Catholic Church in Tientsin, ‘*During the 
| past seven years our church has been holding four masses each day, between 5:30 and 8 in the 
. morning. There is a daily attendance of over a thousand, On Sundays additional masses are 
held in the evening and the attendance rises to three or four thousand, On the solemn feasts 
there are even larger attendances, The church is crowded, with people having to stand in the 
aisles..... We have been admitting new members to the church community every year. From 
July 1955 to June 1956 nearly 800 people were baptized, 168,000 confessions were heard, and 
| Holy Eucharist was received 370,000 times. There are 200 boys and girls attending choir 
: practice, and 49 seminarians, 21 of whom are taking a six year course to become priests. He 
himself teaches dogmatical theology in the Seminary, The Cathedral publishes a fortnightly 
magazine, the Kuang Yang, which has regular exchange with sister publications such as the 
. Hsin Ko of Shanghai and the Hui Kan of Wuhan and the Hui Kan of Kweiyang. 


Last year the Government gave them ¥ 4,000 for necessary cathedral re pair. Our church 
pays its expenses with the income it receives from house rents and contributions from the Catho- 
lics. The Catholic Church in Tientsin owns houses with more than 3,000 rooms, Part of this 
space is reserved for its own use while the rest is rented out to tenants, Those used for Church 
purposes are taxfree; the rest like other buildings pay tax to the Government. 


His story of the conflict within the church itself is rather fragmentary, only those items 
being presented which serve his purpose of showing that the patriotic movement is eminently 
reasonable and proper, On January 13, 1951, more than 10,000 Tientsin Catholics signed a 
manifesto opposing imperialism and expressing their love for their motherland, The bishop of 
Tientsin at that time, Jean de Vienne, threatened the Chinese priests and laymen who signed 
this manifesto with suspension from all church ceremonies, Nevertheless a patriotic organization 
was formed by the Catholics of Tientsin and began its activities. 


| He maintains that in all ecclesiastical matters they are duly obedient to the Pope. Their 
present Bishop, Chao Chen-ya, was directly appointed by the Vatican on February 13, 1953. 
They read the Acta Apostolicae Sedis from Rome regularly, and in the canon of the mass their 
priests all affirm their unity with the Pope. ‘Only a very small number of them have carried 

on counter-revolutionary activities since liberation and been duly punished by the Government. 


There are foreign priests in Peking, Shanghai, Hsienhsien County in Hopei and other 
places, They are carrying on their missionary work in a normal way free from molestation. 


PROPAGANDA 


n. In our February 18 Bulletin we told of an anti-religious article in the magazine Theoretical 

ro- Study. Now through the Catholic International Fides Service we learn of a still stronger article 
carried recently (date not given) in the Peking Daily Worker. After repeating the stock Com- 
munist explanation of religion, and pointing out how it is now superfluous, the article goes on 

rk to say (evidently a summary, and not an exact translation): Red China is engaged in achiev- 

and ing a perfect Socialist State in a short time, Our welfare depends neither upon God nor upon 

8. His benefactions, nor does it depend on Buddha and his mercy. We shall be well off on the one 


condition that we rally to the Communist Party and work under the solid directives of President 
Mao Tse-tung. Although there is no longer any religious belief among many, there are still 
some vestiges of the same among workers who should know that religion is really harmful to 
them, They look upon the world as a stepping stone to paradise and that causes them to be re- 
signed; this is entirely opposed to the struggle for the building up of Socialism, What is more, 
counter-revolutionaries exploit these beliefs in the workers’ world in order to foment their plots 
against the State, It is thus clear that we cannot adopt a laissez-faire attitude toward religion, 

ery How can we suppress religious beliefs and superstitious ideas? This cannot be done by a stroke 
of the administrative pen, The most important thing is to destroy the roots from which religion 
grows. That will be possible when the socialist edifice is perfect and even then religious ideas 

e will not die of themselves. It will still be necessary to propagate the natural and social sciences 
and scientific atheistic materialism. 


(Note the ominous sentence about counter-revolutionaries exploiting these beliefs. That 
provides a perfect rationalization for attacking any religious leader who is out of step, as Wang 
Ming-tao was, Despite their talk of freedom of religious belief, church leaders in China today 
can hardly be unaware of the precarious nature of that freedom as indicated in this article.) 


: MISSIONARY NEWS 


Recent death: Rev. James Mellon Menzies, former professor of archaeology at Che loo 
niversity. 


CHURCH NEWS 


A joint mission of the Indian YMCA and the Indian Christian churches arrived in Shanghai 
on April 18, The mission has come on a friendly visit at the invitation of the Three-self 
Movement and the Chinese YMCA, They were in Peking over May Day. 


The Hsin Hua News Agency reports the Easter celebrations in Peking and Shanghai, In 

h Peking Bishop Alphonsus Tsung Huai-mu officiated at a pontifical mass at the North Cathedral, 

2 with over 3,000 in attendance. Protestant churches held Thursday communion services, Good 
Friday services and Easter sunrise services. Marcus Cheng preached in the Asbury Methodist 
Church, The Congregational Church had a musical service, during which infant consecration, 
enrolment of new members, and baptism took place, In Shanghai a pageant depicting the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ was performed at the morning service of the newly built Chi En 
Baptist Church on Yenan Road, One of the Indian visitors (see item above) preached at Com- 
munity Church, Christian members of agricultural co-operatives in the outskirts of Shanghai 
were given special time off to celebrate the festival. (Does this mean that on ordinary Sun- 
days they do not have time to go to church?) 


on A preparatory Three-self Movement committee of 21 clerical and lay leaders was recently 
set up in Lahu Autonomous County in southwest Yunnan Province, to lead Christian activities, 
train clerics and manage the 41 churches of the county, Rev. Sun Shou-hsin of Kunming 
ordained a Lahu Christian Li Cha-chih, the first member of this minority people in the area to 
become a pastor, This Hsin Hua news item, when taken in conjunction with other news of 
activity among the border tribes of southwest Yunnan as reported in Dec. 17, Jan, 21, and 
April 1 Bulletins, indicates the existence of a very positive program of work for these tribes, 

sf with the pastors in Kunming taking real responsibility for the forward push, 


A Hong Kong correspondent comments on the story in the March 4 Bulletin about Bishop 
Timothy Lin speaking in Chinese to Canon Maynard several years ago purely as a matter of 
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